
SEO Website Migration: 
The Checklist
When you make a substantial change to your website, it is classified as a website 
migration. Knowing the following steps will help you avoid easy mistakes which could 
have a negative impact on your site.

Pre-Launch.
URL mapping 
Review revised content plan against backlinks and rankings
Crawl old site (to have for reference)
Set up a new robots.txt file for new site
Prepare XML sitemap for new site
Fix any broken links 
Check existing 404s
Resolve duplicate content issues 
Check the staging site

Check meta data is in place
Check canonical tags are in place
Check internal links are up to date
Check dusplicate content has been resolved

During the Launch.
Check site is crawlable and nothing is being blocked.
Test URL redirects 

Check they’re the right redirect type
Check they’re all pointing to the correct destination (as mapped out).
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Post-Launch.
Manual checks on:
Check Google Search Console for any coverage issues.
Check 404 pages return a 404 server response.
Measure traffic performance pre and post launch
Monitor rankings for any changes compared to pre-launch.
Check site speed is optimal. 
Check meta data (page titles, meta descriptions and H1s) is correct, with no missing or 
duplication issues.

Check canonical tags are in place
Double check updated internal links
Register Google Search Console for new site (domain migration only)
Update XML sitemap/ robots.txt
Check XML sitemap/ robots.txt is in place.
Ensure Google Analytics is in place and tracking correctly.
Submit priority pages to be crawled and indexed by Google Search Console.


